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CHAPTER 6
SUPPORT | TEMS
6-1. GCeneral. The quality of canping, picnicking, or other recreationa

experiences is often contingent upon the quality, type, and design of sup-
port facilities available. The challenge to the designer and nanager is to
provi de aesthetically harmonious, functional facilities which are durable,
vandal resistant, and econonmical to install and maintain.

6-2. Tabl es.
a. Pi cni ¢ Tabl es.

(1) Many standard designs exist for construction of tables. There
are al so several comercial sources of well built, econom cal, prefabricated
units and conponents. The choice of design and construction materials
shoul d be based on | ong-term econony, site-specific functional requirenents,
durability, confort, safety, aesthetics, and ease of mmi ntenance or repair
These factors should not inhibit creativity in harnonizing these and rel ated
facilities into the overall site setting.

(2) Tables and related facilities should be | ocated on delineated
i npact areas reinforced to avoid site deterioration. Such inpact areas
shoul d be | ocated on the passenger door side of canping vehicles. Tables in
picnic areas should be |evel and |located in shade or open sites free of
roots or stumps, without reinforcenent, provided soil conpaction will not be
a problem Ideally, tables should be | ocated where afternoon shade is
avai |l abl e but, to avoid bird droppings, not directly under trees or
branches. They should be sited away fromthe edge of inpact areas, steep
sl opes, or other obstacles, and 6-10 feet away froma fire ring or grill. At
| east one table per canping or picnic area should be designed and desi gnat ed
for, and be accessible to, handi capped persons. These sites should be close
to restroons and ot her support facilities.

(3) Portable tables facilitate off-season storage and provide fl ex-
ibility in meeting varying site conditions and public use demands. Heavy-
duty wooden tables are durable, mnimze theft, and all ow rearrangenent to
acconodat e user preference. Light-weight tables may have to be secured to
prevent theft or large scale displacement. Protruding stakes and chains or
sim |l ar anchoring nmethods that may present a safety hazard shall not be
used.

(4) Design features of tables should include:
- 6 to 8 foot |engths

- Attached benches
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- Rounded or chanfered edges

- No protruding bolts or other safety hazards

- Ease of sitting without clinbing over obstructions
- Barrier-free for handi capped

- Rust-resistant nmetal parts

- Ease of maintenance and repair

- Wboden benches in clinmtes where netal benches tend to be
cool and danmp or very hot

- Al wooden parts shall be splinter resistant and treated with
preservative approved for human contact

b. Accessory Features. Depending on |ocal or regional conditions and
needs, accessory features nay be designed into, or associated with, picnic
tables. A wind or sun screen may be desirable in particularly w ndy or
exposed areas. |If a covered table is installed, shelves or storage boxes
can often be incorporated into the roof support structures to provide added
conveni ence at mnimal cost. This is especially helpful at primtive or
wal k-in canmpi ng areas where the user otherwise has little avail able storage
ar ea.

C. Serving Tables. While not an essential conponent of canping or
picnic facilities, park users appreciate a small, portable table for hol ding
canp stoves, serving neals, washing dishes, etc.

6-3. Gills and Fire Rings. Were wood is avail able, canpers often desire
a warmng fire as well as a cooking source. Conbination fire rings and
grills should be provided to neet these needs. Fire rings at canpsites and
primtive canping areas contain canpfires and help prevent wildfires. They
also tend to prevent proliferation of canmpfire scars which result when
canpers are free to build fires in locations of their choosing. At picnic
areas, and where wood is not available for warm ng fires, an upright
charcoal grill may be provided. Larger charcoal grills are also desirable
for group use.

b. Fire Rings. Afirering is often the best way to neet demands for a
war m ng/ cooking fire where wood is available and fires are not prohibited.
These fire rings can be made of netal, fire brick, or natural stone. Stee
rei nforcing bars should not be used with masonry, as differential expansion
will cause cracks. Circular units best fit the shape of a fire and are
aesthetically attractive. They can be fabricated in-house or purchased
of f-the-shel f fromvarious supply sources. A gravel, pum ce, or other
porous base, with drain tile if necessary, is essential to facilitate drain-
age of rainwater. Anchor stakes will reduce vandalism Fire rings should
be | ocated a ninimum of 10 feet away froma picnic table and overhangi ng
vegetation and, if possible, should be sited downw nd of the main |iving
space.
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C. I ndividual Grill. Upright charcoal grills may be provided at canp-
sites where wood is not avail able, where canp fires are prohibited, at
barrier free canpsites, and at picnic sites. Depending on |ocal use pat-
terns, grills may be provided at all picnic sites. These grills should have
adj ustabl e grate height settings, rotation capability, hinged or renovable
grate for easy cleaning, and be firmy anchored to prevent theft or reloca-
tion.

d. Group Use Gill. One or two large upright grills should be provided
at each group picnic shelter or area for |arge cook-outs. These units
shoul d have 1000+ square inches of cooking area and neet the other genera
specifications as individual grills. One or two standard size individua
grills may al so be desirable for those occasions when the large grills are
not necessary.

6-4. Lantern Holders. Portable |antern holders should be provided at al
canpsites. Besides providing a needed service, |lantern holders help prevent
damage to trees fromlantern burns when |l anterns are hung fromnails or
wires attached to trees. Mre than one | antern hol der nay be desirable,
since many canpers use nore than one lantern for increased illumnation
Portabl e lantern hol ders all ow canpers to position light to neet their spe-
cific needs. Holders may have single or double |antern hangers. The

di stance fromthe ground to the lantern hanger should be approximtely 6-1/2
feet.

6-5. Trash Receptacles.

a. Dunpsters. Centralized dunpsters should be utilized where comer -
cial services are available, and when it is cost effective. Siting should
take into considerati on ease of access by service vehicles, convenience to
the park user, and aesthetics. Dunpsters should be |ocated on a nearby
| evel concrete or gravel pad which is well drained. The dunpster site
shoul d be screened with natural or planted vegetation, attractive wooden
fencing, or other aesthetic screen. Prevailing wi nds should be considered
in locating the site if odors are likely to be a problem The site should
have direct access by service vehicles to mnimze time spent and di stance
traveled within a recreation area. Anple turning and maneuveri ng space
shoul d be planned for the service vehicle.

b. Consol i dati on of Individual Receptacles. Were use of a centralized
dunpster is not practical or cost effective, individual receptacles should
be grouped and placed in convenient |ocations. Separate receptacles should
only be used when the above nethod is unavail able or inpractical. Individ-
ual receptacles (normally gal vani zed trash cans) should be secured to pre-
vent overturning or theft. Lids should also be secured to the can or
hol der. Ani mal proof covers or holders may be required where such disturb-
ances are a particular problem
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6-6. Benches. Benches should be provided as appropriate at sites such as
pi cni c areas, canpgrounds) playgrounds, overl ooks, vistas, rest stops al ong
trails, or other sites which would enhance the recreational experience or
neet the needs of the user. They can be creatively conmbined with other park
el ements in an economi cal fashion, such as topping a playground barrier with
a 2 x 10 board to provide a functional seat on which children can rest and
parents can supervise. They can be designed to blend with the surrounding
setting, such as using a split log bench on a nature trail. Of-the-shelf
units can be purchased, or benches could be nade to specifically harnonize
with a particular setting. As a general rule, benches should be confortable,
durabl e) and attractive, and be placed on the proper |ocation and
orientation to best achieve their basic purpose. Woden seats and backs,
treated with a preservative approved for human contact, are generally pre-
ferable to netal or other materials. Creosote and penta chl orophynel
treated woods are not approved for hunman contact.

6-7. O her Support Facilities. Oher facilities nay be provided to neet
specific needs. As with all park facilities, the design and pl anni ng of

nm scel | aneous service facilities should be considered with |ong-term economny
and public safety in mind. Sone collateral support facilities, such as
sanitary facilities, drinking fountains, tel ephones, and informationa

signs, are covered in other chapters of this manual. Oher facilities may

i nclude, but are not limted to the foll ow ng:

a. Firewood Bins. Firewod dispensing units may be provi ded at
centralized or scattered |ocations for storage of wood for sale, or for free
use of wood cut in grounds mmintenance operations.

b. Al umi num Can Col l ection Station. Containers nay be provided for the
public to deposit alum numcans for recycling by a non-profit group, such as
a local scout unit. The organizations may be willing to sponsor such a
project by constructing and maintaining the station.



